
Graduation is Almost Here! 
Tuesday, June 6 8:00 A.M.—Mandatory Graduation Rehearsal 

All seniors are expected to attend rehearsal.  Rehearsal begins at 8:00 A.M. at the 

Portsmouth Pavilion in downtown Portsmouth.  You should park in the lot behind the 

pavilion.  (Go down Court Street and turn left on Wavy Street.  The big parking lot 

on Wavy Street behind the Pavilion is where you should park.)  IF YOU PARK IN 

ANOTHER PLACE—THE CITY LOTS, RESERVED SPOTS, METERED PARKING—

YOUR CAR WILL BE TOWED AT YOUR EXPENSE!  

For rehearsal, you may wear shorts and t-shirts that meet the school dress code.  

You must stay for the entire rehearsal.  At the end of rehearsal, tickets will be 

distributed along with honor tassels for honor graduates and other sashes and 

cords.  Honor graduates may exchange their orange and black tassel for a gold 

tassel or pay $10 for the gold tassel and keep both.   

Right now, everyone will receive six (6) tickets for graduation.  If you need extra 

tickets, you can contact the main office and add your name to the “Need Tickets” 

list; however, this is not a guarantee that you will receive extra tickets, and no one 

can get more than two (2) extras.   

 Thursday, June 8 7:00 P.M.—Graduation Ceremony 

The ceremony begins at 7:00 P.M., but all graduates should be there by 5:00 to get 

checked in and line up.  The gates open at 5:30 for guests, and seats are first-

come, first-served, so your family may want to come in and get seats.  You and your 

family should park in the city garages or other city parking; DO NOT PARK IN THE 

LOT BEHIND THE PAVILION.   

Be sure you are dressed appropriately.  Everyone should have their cap and gown 

and other cords, hoods, etc. as deemed appropriate.   

 Young men—wear dark dress slacks (navy blue or black—NOT TAN!) and a 

light colored dress shirt with a tie.  You should wear dark dress shoes—NO 

TENNIS SHOES OR BOOTS!   

 



 Young ladies—wear a dress or outfit that does not hang below your gown or 

show above your gown.  You should wear black dress shoes or sandals, but 

remember you will have to stand for a while in these and climb a set of stairs 

to the stage, so watch the heel height.  You hair should be fixed so that your 

cap sits flat on your head.  You can bobby pin your hat to help keep it in 

place. 

If you have any issues getting the appropriate attire, please see Mrs. McEwen or 

Mrs. Detweiler and we will make sure you get it.  We do not want to have to pull 

anyone from the line due to inappropriate dress.   

You cannot bring anything with you during the ceremony, so leave all your purses, 

cell phones, keys, etc. with a family member prior to lining up.   

PARENTAL INFORMATION 

Please follow these guidelines per the Superintendent’s office: 

 Please remain seated during the ceremony, except during designated times.  

 The taking of pictures or video from the aisles is prohibited. 

 Please follow the guidelines and directives of the security, police, and 

Pavilion staff. 

 After the ceremony, plan to meet your graduate in front of the Pavilion. 

Graduates will exit the Pavilion at the conclusion of the ceremony and will 

not be re-admitted.  

 All cell phones and other electronics should be turned off or set to vibrate. 

 Men will be expected to remove headgear during the presentation of colors, 

pledge, and national anthem. 

 Balloons, signs, posters, air horns, large floral arrangements, and other gifts 

are NOT permitted in the Pavilion.   

 Parents are not permitted in the area where graduates are lining up. 

We are excited and looking forward to a memorable day for our graduates.  If you 

have any questions or concerns about any of this information, please contact us and 

we will be happy to help you.  It has been a pleasure working with your child for the 

past four years, and we are as proud of them as you are.  We want their ceremony 

to be a dignified and formal evening they will remember for years to come.   

Patricia McEwen    Meredith Detweiler 

patricia.mcewen@pps.k12.va.us  meredith.detweiler@pps.k12.va.us 
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